The presentation of Jayson Architecture's Final Report to the Library Subcommittee will be Friday, 12/13 at 4:00 - 5:30 pm in the downtown library upstairs meeting room. The public is invited, for observation only. Let's continue our action of bringing our passion to the meeting, while at the same time being respectful of the Subcommittee and Jayson Architecture during the meeting.

The 122 page Final Report is available here https://www.santacruzpl.org/files/docs/measure_s/SC_Downtown_Report_-_20191122_FINAL_DIGITAL.pdf

Initially it looks as dismal as the preliminary report, so if you attend the meeting on the 13th, be prepared to be discouraged initially. 

Then be prepared to conclude that costs have skyrocketed and that means extra funds will have to be provided by the City of Santa Cruz (which once said it could donate some extra when the garage library was being touted), plus other fundraising efforts.

Also, keep in mind that the library in a garage (aka mixed use) multi-story structure has not been analyzed or cost modeled yet.  Until that happens, the Subcommittee has nothing upon which to base a decision in terms of recommending its preferred option for the library. In fact, as far as we know, the City has not even issued an RFP to receive submittals from architectural firms to get that information for the Subcommittee. It could be that the results for a library-garage look just as dismal and no matter what, the City will have to come up with another $5 - $7 million for any downtown library project.

On the other hand, we have learned that delay in issuance of bonds (and therefore a shorter time to pay off the bonds plus interest) may result in less funding available for the project. So it is high time to make some decision and get busy with it.

For now, let's just keep informing ourselves as best as possible. It is of interest that even with the Jayson proposal we are no longer looking at a "renovation." The Jayson proposal is really for a complete rebuilding of the downtown library.  Not renovated, completely rebuilt. That train has left the station and we're running to keep up.

Jean
